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Harry Kalas, the beloved and iconic voice of the Philadelphia Phillies, was
more than just a broadcaster. He was a true baseball legend, a master
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storyteller, and an inspiration to countless fans throughout his remarkable
career. His unforgettable voice and heartfelt commentary painted a vivid
and vibrant picture of the game, capturing the essence of baseball's
greatest moments and the enduring spirit of the Phillies.

Early Life and Career

Harry Kalas was born in Chicago, Illinois, on April 23, 1936. His love for
baseball began at a young age, and by the time he was a teenager, he was
calling games for his high school team. After graduating, he served in the
U.S. Army before pursuing his dream of becoming a sportscaster.

Kalas' early broadcasting career took him to several minor league teams
before he landed his first major league job with the Houston Colt .45s in
1965. His talent and enthusiasm quickly caught the attention of the
Philadelphia Phillies, who hired him as their play-by-play announcer in
1971.

The Voice of the Phillies

For over three decades, Harry Kalas' voice became synonymous with
Phillies baseball. His signature phrases, such as "Swing and a miss, strike
three!" and "That ball is outta here!", became etched in the memories of
fans. Kalas' ability to convey the excitement and drama of the game,
combined with his genuine love for the Phillies, made him a beloved figure
in Philadelphia.

Kalas witnessed and chronicled some of the most memorable moments in
Phillies history, including the team's first World Series victory in 1980. His
emotional call of Mike Schmidt's game-winning home run in that Series is
considered one of the most iconic moments in baseball broadcasting.



Beyond the Broadcast Booth

Harry Kalas' impact extended far beyond the broadcast booth. He was
actively involved in the Philadelphia community and dedicated himself to
numerous charitable causes. He served as the president of the Phillies
Charities and was a recipient of the prestigious Marian Anderson Award for
his contributions to the arts.

Kalas also made significant contributions to the game of baseball. He was
instrumental in the establishment of the Phillies Wall of Fame and served
on the Veterans Committee for the Baseball Hall of Fame. His passion for
baseball was infectious, and he inspired countless young people to pursue
their own dreams in the sport.

Legacy and Impact

Harry Kalas passed away in 2009 at the age of 73. His loss was deeply felt
not only by the Philadelphia Phillies but by the entire baseball community.
His legacy as one of the greatest broadcasters in the history of the game
remains secure.

Today, Harry Kalas' voice continues to resonate in the hearts of Phillies
fans. His statue stands proudly outside Citizens Bank Park, a permanent
tribute to the man who immortalized the team's greatest moments. The
Phillies have also honored his memory by retiring his broadcast booth
number, 33.

The remarkable life of Harry Kalas is a story of passion, perseverance, and
unwavering dedication. His contributions to baseball and the Philadelphia
community will never be forgotten. He was truly a baseball icon, a master
storyteller, and an inspiration to all who knew him.
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