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The coastal town of Georgetown, Maine, has long been renowned for its
seafaring heritage. Among its most illustrious sons was Captain Abram
Jones Slocum, whose remarkable life and times unfolded during a
transformative era in maritime history.

Early Life and the Crucible of Civil War

Born in 1861 amidst the tumultuous outbreak of the Civil War, young Abram
Slocum embarked on his maritime journey at a tender age. Enlisting in the
Union Navy as a cabin boy aboard the USS Ticonderoga, he witnessed
firsthand the horrors and heroics of naval combat.
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Slocum's experiences during the war proved pivotal in shaping his
character. The discipline and camaraderie forged in the crucible of battle
instilled in him a deep sense of duty and resilience that would serve him
well in the years to come.

Master Mariner and Merchant Adventurer
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Following the war, Slocum returned to Georgetown and embarked on a
career as a merchant seaman. He quickly rose through the ranks, earning
his master's license and commanding a series of schooners and barques.

As a master mariner, Slocum navigated the treacherous waters of the
Atlantic and the Pacific, carrying cargoes to and from distant ports. His
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voyages took him to the Caribbean, Europe, and South America, where he
encountered diverse cultures and forged lasting connections.

Slocum's reputation as a skilled navigator and a fair and compassionate
leader earned him the respect of both his crew and his peers. He became
known for his unwavering determination, even in the face of adversity.

Shipbuilding Legacy in Georgetown

In addition to his seafaring exploits, Slocum made significant contributions
to the shipbuilding industry in Georgetown. He established his own
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shipyard, where he oversaw the construction of numerous schooners and
other vessels.

Slocum's ships were renowned for their craftsmanship and durability,
becoming a testament to his maritime expertise. They played a vital role in
the local economy and helped to maintain Georgetown's reputation as a
shipbuilding center.

Slocum's legacy as a shipbuilder continues to this day. His shipyard, now a
museum, has been carefully preserved and offers a glimpse into the
maritime heritage of Georgetown.

Later Years and Reflections

After a lifetime at sea, Captain Abram Jones Slocum retired to his beloved
Georgetown in 1914. In his later years, he shared his experiences and
insights with aspiring mariners and historians, inspiring countless others to
pursue their dreams on the open ocean.

Slocum passed away in 1924, leaving an enduring legacy as a master
mariner, a successful shipbuilder, and a respected community leader. His
story serves as a testament to the indomitable spirit of the American
seafarer.

The life and times of Georgetown Sea Captain Abram Jones Slocum
provide a captivating glimpse into a fascinating era of maritime history.
From his humble beginnings as a cabin boy in the Civil War to his rise as a
master mariner and shipbuilder, Slocum's story is one of adventure,
courage, and unwavering determination.



Through his remarkable achievements and enduring legacy, Captain Abram
Jones Slocum has forever etched his name in the annals of maritime
history. His life serves as an inspiration to all who dare to venture out on
the open ocean and embrace the challenges and rewards that await.
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