
The Last Major Land Battle of the American
Revolutionary War: Witness the Battle of
Yorktown
Prelude to the Battle

As the American Revolutionary War raged on, tensions escalated in the
southern colonies. British General Charles Cornwallis sought to consolidate
his control over the region, while American General George Washington
planned a daring strategy to trap him. With the support of French General
Comte de Rochambeau and his troops, Washington devised a plan to
besiege Cornwallis's army in Yorktown, Virginia.
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Cornwallis, unaware of Washington's intentions, had fortified Yorktown but
underestimated the strength of the combined American and French forces.
Washington and Rochambeau's meticulous planning and the arrival of
French Admiral de Grasse's fleet set the stage for a decisive confrontation.
The Siege of Yorktown

On September 28, 1781, the Allied forces began their siege of Yorktown.
Washington and Rochambeau split their army into two divisions, encircling
the British position. French engineers constructed a series of trenches and
earthworks, gradually closing in on Cornwallis's troops.
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Cornwallis, realizing his dire situation, attempted to break out of the siege
on the night of October 16. However, American and French troops
intercepted his advance, forcing him to retreat back to Yorktown. The noose
was tightening, and Cornwallis's options dwindled with each passing day.
The Bombardment and Surrender
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As the siege continued, French and American artillery pounded Yorktown
with relentless bombardment. Cornwallis's defenses crumbled, and the
morale of his troops plummeted. On October 19, with his ammunition
nearly exhausted and no hope of reinforcements, Cornwallis sent a
message to Washington requesting a ceasefire.
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Negotiations ensued, and on October 19, 1781, Cornwallis surrendered his
army to Washington and Rochambeau. The British colors were lowered,
and the American and French troops marched triumphantly into Yorktown.
The Battle of Yorktown had ended, marking a turning point in the war.
Legacy and Significance

The victory at Yorktown was a pivotal moment in the American
Revolutionary War. It strengthened the morale of the American colonists
and convinced many in Europe that the American cause was just. The
surrender of Cornwallis's army dealt a crippling blow to British morale and
led to increased international support for the American cause.

The Battle of Yorktown is considered one of the most decisive battles in
American history. It marked the end of major British military operations on
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land in North America and paved the way for the eventual American victory
in the Revolutionary War.

The Battle of Yorktown stands as a testament to the determination,
strategy, and courage of the American colonists and their French allies. It
was the culmination of years of struggle and sacrifice, and it ultimately
secured the independence of the United States of America.

Today, Yorktown Battlefield is a National Historical Park, preserving the site
of this pivotal battle. Visitors can explore the battlefields, learn about the
strategies and events of the siege, and appreciate the profound impact it
had on the course of American history.
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