
The Case of the Bangladesh Garment
Industry: Uncovering Labor Practices, Ethical
Concerns, and Sustainability

Broken Promises of Globalization: The Case of the
Bangladesh Garment Industry by Shahidur Rahman

4.9 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 487 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 152 pages

The Bangladesh garment industry, a global powerhouse for apparel
manufacturing, has come under increasing scrutiny in recent years over
labor practices, ethical concerns, and sustainability issues. This article
delves into the complexities of the industry, examining the challenges and
opportunities for improvement.

Working Conditions and Labor Practices

The working conditions in many Bangladesh garment factories have been
described as deplorable, with workers facing long hours, low wages, and
unsafe working environments. A major concern is the prevalence of child
labor, despite being illegal in Bangladesh. Moreover, workers often have
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limited bargaining power and face discrimination based on gender, age,
and religion.

In 2013, the Rana Plaza disaster, where an eight-story building collapsed
killing over 1,100 workers, exposed the shocking working conditions in the
industry. This tragedy led to international outrage and prompted calls for
improved safety measures and labor rights.

Ethical Concerns

Beyond labor practices, the Bangladesh garment industry has also faced
criticism over ethical concerns, particularly regarding the use of sweatshop
labor and forced overtime.

Many garment workers are employed on short-term contracts and paid
below the minimum wage. They may be forced to work excessive hours
without overtime pay and subjected to harsh treatment and verbal abuse.

Furthermore, the industry has been linked to the trafficking of women and
children from rural areas into the factories.

Sustainability Issues

The Bangladesh garment industry also faces sustainability challenges,
including environmental pollution, water waste, and energy consumption.

The factories often use harmful chemicals in the production process, which
can pollute the air and water sources. Additionally, the industry contributes
significantly to greenhouse gas emissions due to the high energy
consumption for production and transportation.



Challenges and Opportunities for Improvement

Addressing the challenges faced by the Bangladesh garment industry
requires a multifaceted approach involving governments, brands,
consumers, and industry stakeholders.

Strengthening Labor Laws and Enforcement: Governments must
implement and enforce labor laws that protect workers' rights, ensure
safe working conditions, and eliminate child labor.

Improving Wages and Benefits: Brands and retailers should
increase wages and provide benefits to ensure workers can earn a
decent living.

Promoting Transparency and Traceability: Supply chains need to
be transparent to ensure ethical practices are followed throughout the
production process.

Encouraging Corporate Social Responsibility: Brands and retailers
should take responsibility for the ethical and sustainable practices of
their suppliers.

Educating Consumers: Consumers need to be aware of the
challenges faced by the industry and support brands that prioritize
ethical and sustainable practices.

The Bangladesh garment industry is a complex and challenging sector that
requires continued attention and improvement. By addressing labor
practices, ethical concerns, and sustainability issues, stakeholders can
work together to create a more just and sustainable industry. Only through
collaboration and a commitment to change can the Bangladesh garment
industry become a model for responsible and ethical manufacturing.
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