
My Story of Faith, Football, and the First
Miracle Season: A Journey of Triumph and
Transformation
In the heartland of Texas, where the Friday night lights illuminate the
gridiron, a remarkable story of faith, perseverance, and triumph unfolded on
the football field of Abilene Christian University.

The Humble Beginnings
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In the early 1970s, ACU was a struggling football program, mired in a
decade of losing seasons. But in 1973, a new head coach arrived with a
vision of transforming the Wildcats into a competitive force. Grant Teaff, a
devout Christian, instilled in his players a belief in themselves, in each
other, and in a higher power.

A Season of Faith

As the 1973 season commenced, the Wildcats faced daunting odds. They
had a small roster, limited resources, and a schedule that included
powerhouse opponents like Texas A&M and LSU.

But Teaff and his players remained unwavering in their faith. They gathered
for Bible studies, prayed together before games, and sought guidance from
God on the field.

The Tragedy Strikes
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On October 20, 1973, the Wildcats' season took a tragic turn. Their star
running back, David McWilliams, suffered a horrific injury that paralyzed
him from the neck down.

The team was devastated, but they refused to give up. They rallied around
McWilliams, visiting him in the hospital and sharing their faith with him.

The Miracle Emerges
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In the wake of the tragedy, something extraordinary happened. The
Wildcats played with newfound determination and inspiration. They began
winning games, one after another.

As their record improved, so too did their faith. They believed that God was
using their adversity to bring glory to His name.

The First Miracle Season

On December 8, 1973, the Wildcats defeated the University of New Mexico
in the Sun Bowl, securing their first bowl victory in team history.

The season came to be known as the "First Miracle Season," a testament
to the power of faith, teamwork, and the human spirit.
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The Legacy

The Miracle Season is more than just a football story. It is a story of triumph
over adversity, of how faith can sustain us through life's challenges.

Grant Teaff went on to coach ACU for 40 years, winning eight national
championships and retiring as one of the most successful coaches in
college football history.

David McWilliams became an inspirational speaker and advocate for
individuals with disabilities. He dedicated his life to helping others
overcome adversity.

The Miracle Season has been immortalized in books, films, and television
shows. It continues to inspire generations of football fans and believers.

The story of Abilene Christian University's First Miracle Season is a
timeless tale of faith, resilience, and redemption. It is a reminder that even
in the face of overwhelming obstacles, the power of human spirit can
prevail.

In the words of Grant Teaff, "The Miracle Season was a gift from God. It
showed us that with faith and determination, anything is possible."
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