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By Dr. David Wharton

Throughout history, animals have served as a source of inspiration for
military defenses. From the ancient Greeks, who used dolphins to protect
their harbors, to modern armies, who have developed technologies based
on the camouflage techniques of chameleons, animals have played a
significant role in shaping the way we wage war.

In this fascinating book, military historian Dr. David Wharton explores the
myriad ways that animals have influenced the development of military
defenses, from the ancient past to the present day. With over 100
illustrations, this book is a must-read for anyone interested in the history of
warfare or the natural world.
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Chapter 1: The Ancient World

The ancient Greeks were the first to use animals in a systematic way for
military defense. They used dolphins to protect their harbors, and they
trained dogs to fight alongside their soldiers. The Romans also used
animals in warfare, and they were particularly fond of using elephants.

One of the most famous examples of an animal-inspired military defense is
the Trojan Horse. According to legend, the Greeks built a giant wooden
horse and filled it with soldiers. They then wheeled the horse into the city of
Troy and pretended to offer it as a peace gift. The Trojans were so flattered
that they wheeled the horse into their city, not realizing that it was a trap. At
night, the Greek soldiers emerged from the horse and opened the gates of
the city, allowing their fellow Greeks to enter and conquer Troy.

Chapter 2: The Middle Ages

During the Middle Ages, animals continued to play a role in military
defense. Knights often wore armor that was decorated with animal motifs,
and they often used animals as symbols of their strength and courage.



One of the most famous examples of an animal-inspired military defense
from the Middle Ages is the use of war elephants by the Mongols. The
Mongols were expert horsemen, and they used their elephants to great
effect in battle. The elephants were used to break through enemy lines and
to stampede enemy soldiers.

Chapter 3: The Renaissance

During the Renaissance, there was a renewed interest in the natural world,
and this led to a number of new animal-inspired military defenses. One of
the most famous examples is the use of camouflage by Leonardo da Vinci.

Leonardo da Vinci was a brilliant artist and engineer, and he was also a
pioneer in the field of military science. He designed a number of military
machines, including a tank and a flying machine. He also developed a
number of camouflage techniques, which were inspired by the way that
animals use camouflage to hide from predators.

Chapter 4: The Enlightenment

The Enlightenment was a period of great intellectual and scientific
progress, and this led to a number of new animal-inspired military
defenses. One of the most famous examples is the use of semaphore by
the French Navy.

Semaphore is a system of communication that uses flags or lights to send
messages. It was invented by the French Navy in the late 18th century, and
it was inspired by the way that bees communicate with each other.

Chapter 5: The 19th Century



The 19th century saw the development of a number of new technologies
that were inspired by animals. One of the most famous examples is the use
of the submarine.

The submarine was invented by the American inventor John Philip Holland
in the late 19th century. Holland was inspired by the way that fish move
through the water, and he designed a submarine that could move in a
similar way.

Chapter 6: The 20th Century

The 20th century saw the development of a number of new animal-inspired
military technologies. One of the most famous examples is the use of radar.

Radar is a system that uses radio waves to detect objects. It was invented
by the British physicist Sir Robert Watson-Watt in the early 20th century.
Watson-Watt was inspired by the way that bats use echolocation to
navigate and find prey.

Chapter 7: The 21st Century

The 21st century has seen the continued development of animal-inspired
military technologies. One of the most famous examples is the use of
drones.

Drones are unmanned aerial vehicles that are used for a variety of military
purposes. They are often used for surveillance and reconnaissance, but
they can also be used to deliver weapons. Drones are inspired by the way
that birds fly, and they have been shown to be very effective in a variety of
military operations.



Animals have played a significant role in the development of military
defenses throughout history. From the ancient Greeks, who used dolphins
to protect their harbors, to modern armies, who have developed
technologies based on the camouflage techniques of chameleons, animals
have helped us to wage war more effectively.

As we continue to learn more about the natural world, we can expect to see
even more animal-inspired military defenses in the future.
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