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Joey Smallwood, the enigmatic and influential Premier of Newfoundland
and Labrador, is the subject of a captivating biography titled "Joey
Smallwood: Schemer and Dreamer." This in-depth exploration of his life
and legacy sheds light on his scheming and dreaming, providing a
comprehensive understanding of one of Canada's most notable political
figures.

The Early Years

Smallwood was born in Gambo, Newfoundland, in 1900. His early life was
marked by poverty and hardship. He left school at a young age to work in
the fishery, but he had a thirst for knowledge and education. He eventually
enrolled in Memorial University College and later studied law at Dalhousie
University.
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Smallwood's political career began in the 1930s, when he was elected to
the Newfoundland House of Assembly. He quickly became a vocal critic of
the colonial government and advocated for responsible government. In
1940, he founded the Newfoundland People's Party and led the campaign
for Confederation with Canada.

Premier of Newfoundland and Labrador

In 1949, Newfoundland joined Canada, and Smallwood became its first
Premier. He held the position for 23 years, during which time he oversaw a
period of unprecedented economic and social transformation. He
established the Newfoundland and Labrador Power Commission, which
brought electricity to rural areas, and he created the Newfoundland and
Labrador Housing Corporation, which provided affordable housing to
thousands of families.

Smallwood was a master politician, known for his charisma and his ability
to connect with voters. He was also a shrewd negotiator, and he secured
significant federal funding for Newfoundland and Labrador. However, he
was also a controversial figure, criticized for his authoritarian style and his
suppression of dissent.

The Schemer and the Dreamer

Smallwood was a complex and contradictory figure. He was a schemer,
willing to use any means necessary to achieve his goals. He was also a
dreamer, with a vision for a better future for Newfoundland and Labrador.

The book "Joey Smallwood: Schemer and Dreamer" explores this duality,
providing a nuanced portrait of a man who left an indelible mark on



Canadian history. It is a must-read for anyone interested in the life of this
enigmatic and influential figure.

Quest Biography 33

"Joey Smallwood: Schemer and Dreamer" is part of the Quest Biography
series, which tells the stories of Canada's most fascinating historical
figures. Written by award-winning authors, these biographies provide a
comprehensive and engaging look at the lives and legacies of our nation's
leaders, pioneers, and visionaries.

If you are interested in learning more about Joey Smallwood and his role in
Canadian history, I highly recommend reading "Joey Smallwood: Schemer
and Dreamer." It is a well-written and thought-provoking biography that will
give you a new appreciation for this enigmatic and influential figure.

You can Free Download "Joey Smallwood: Schemer and Dreamer" from
your local bookstore or online retailer.
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