How Infrared Astronomy Is Expanding Our
View Of The Universe

Infrared astronomy is a relatively new field of study, but it has already made
a significant impact on our understanding of the universe. Infrared
telescopes can see through dust and gas, which allows us to see objects
that are hidden from view in visible light. This has led to the discovery of
new planets, stars, and galaxies, and has helped us to better understand
the evolution of the universe.
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The History of Infrared Astronomy

The first infrared telescope was built in 1893 by Samuel Pierpont Langley.
However, it was not until the 1960s that infrared astronomy began to
develop as a major field of study. This was due in part to the development
of new infrared detectors, which made it possible to observe objects at
much fainter infrared wavelengths.
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In the 1970s and 1980s, a number of important discoveries were made
using infrared telescopes. These discoveries included the first detection of
extrasolar planets, the discovery of the first brown dwarfs, and the
discovery of the first galaxies that were forming in the early universe.

The Importance of Infrared Astronomy

Infrared astronomy is important because it allows us to see objects that are
hidden from view in visible light. This has led to the discovery of new
planets, stars, and galaxies, and has helped us to better understand the
evolution of the universe.

Infrared telescopes are also used to study the atmospheres of planets,
moons, and comets. This information can help us to better understand the
composition of these objects and their potential for habitability.

The Future of Infrared Astronomy

The future of infrared astronomy is bright. New infrared telescopes are
being built that will be able to observe objects at even fainter infrared
wavelengths. These telescopes will allow us to see even deeper into the
universe and to make even more discoveries about its history and
evolution.

Infrared astronomy is a powerful tool that is helping us to learn more about
the universe. Infrared telescopes have already made a significant impact
on our understanding of the universe, and they are sure to continue to
make important discoveries in the years to come.
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