
Cinema Performance And The National
Traditions In World Cinema

Celluloid Singapore: Cinema, Performance and the
National (Traditions in World Cinema) by Clayborne Carson

4.8 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 3546 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 284 pages

Cinema, a powerful medium of storytelling and cultural expression, offers a
unique window into the diverse traditions and perspectives of nations
around the world. Through its captivating performances, cinema has the
ability to transcend linguistic barriers and connect audiences with the
cultural heritage and national identity of other societies.

Historical Roots: Performance in Traditional Arts

The connection between cinema performance and national traditions finds
its roots in the rich heritage of traditional arts. In many cultures, storytelling,
music, and dance have served as integral parts of community life, passing
down tales of history, mythology, and cultural values from one generation to
the next. The performers in these traditional arts often embodied the values
and traditions of their communities, becoming living repositories of cultural
knowledge.
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As cinema emerged in the early 20th century, it drew upon these
established performance traditions. Early filmmakers recognized the
powerful storytelling potential of actors who could bring characters to life
with authenticity and depth. They sought out performers with a strong
understanding of their cultural heritage, ensuring that their performances
resonated with audiences on a both visceral and emotional level.

Cultural Identity on Screen

Cinema performance has become a vital means of expressing and
preserving national identity on screen. Actors and filmmakers explore
themes of history, tradition, and cultural heritage through their
performances, presenting a multifaceted portrayal of their country's unique
perspective.

For example, the films of renowned Italian director Vittorio De Sica
captured the essence of post-World War II Italian society through
performances that showcased both the struggles and resilience of the
working class. In his neorealist masterpieces, such as "Bicycle Thieves"
(1948),De Sica used non-professional actors to create a sense of
authenticity, allowing their performances to embody the lived experiences
of ordinary Italians.

Adapting National Traditions

While cinema performance often draws inspiration from traditional arts, it
also adapts these traditions to suit the unique demands of the medium.
Filmmakers may condense or stylize traditional stories, or they may
incorporate elements from other cultures to create a new and unique
cinematic experience.



The work of Indian director Satyajit Ray exemplifies the creative adaptation
of national traditions in cinema. Ray's films, such as "Pather Panchali"
(1955),drew upon the rich storytelling tradition of Bengali literature while
simultaneously incorporating elements of Western filmmaking techniques.
By ng so, Ray created a cinematic style that was both authentically Indian
and universally accessible.

Cross-Cultural Connections

Through cinema performance, audiences gain a deeper understanding of
the diverse cultural traditions that exist around the world. Actors and
filmmakers serve as cultural ambassadors, sharing their stories,
perspectives, and values with audiences from different backgrounds.

For instance, the films of Japanese director Akira Kurosawa have
introduced audiences worldwide to the samurai tradition, presenting a
nuanced exploration of honor, duty, and the human condition. Kurosawa's
films, such as "Seven Samurai" (1954) and "Yojimbo" (1961),have had a
profound impact on filmmakers and audiences alike, inspiring countless
adaptations and remakes.

Performance as Cultural Preservation

In addition to its role in fostering cross-cultural understanding, cinema
performance can also contribute to the preservation of cultural traditions.
Through the documentation of traditional arts and the creation of films that
celebrate cultural heritage, cinema becomes a repository of knowledge and
a valuable resource for future generations.

One notable example of this is the work of the National Film Board of
Canada. The NFB has produced numerous documentaries and short films



that explore the cultural traditions of Canada's diverse communities. These
films not only provide a record of traditional arts but also help to ensure
their continued transmission and appreciation.

The interplay between cinema performance and national traditions is a rich
and dynamic one, offering a unique glimpse into the diverse cultural
heritage of the world. Actors and filmmakers draw inspiration from
traditional arts, adapt these traditions to suit the demands of the medium,
and share their stories with audiences from different backgrounds. Through
their performances, they foster cross-cultural understanding, contribute to
the preservation of cultural heritage, and ultimately enrich the cinematic
experience for all.
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