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Science fiction has always been a genre of possibility. From its earliest
days, science fiction writers have imagined new worlds and new
technologies, and explored the implications of those changes for humanity.
In Brave New Worlds, Lisa Yaszek takes us on a journey through the
history of science fiction, from its origins in the 19th century to its current
status as a major force in popular culture.

Yaszek argues that science fiction is not just about escapism. It is also a
way of understanding the world around us. By imagining new worlds,
science fiction writers can help us to see the possibilities and dangers of
our own world. They can also help us to think about the future, and to
imagine the kind of world we want to create.
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Yaszek's book is divided into three parts. The first part looks at the origins
of science fiction, from the early utopian and dystopian novels of the 19th
century to the pulp magazines of the early 20th century. The second part
examines the golden age of science fiction, from the 1940s to the 1960s,
when science fiction became a major force in popular culture. The third part
looks at the contemporary era of science fiction, from the 1970s to the
present day.

Throughout her book, Yaszek explores the ways that science fiction has
reflected and shaped the world around it. She shows how science fiction
has been used to explore social and political issues, from the Cold War to
the rise of artificial intelligence. She also shows how science fiction has
influenced other genres of literature and popular culture, from fantasy to
film and television.

Brave New Worlds is a must-read for anyone interested in science fiction,
or in the ways that popular culture reflects and shapes our society. It is a
thought-provoking and insightful book that will change the way you think
about science fiction.

Here are some of the key themes that Yaszek explores in Brave New
Worlds:

= The relationship between science fiction and the real world

= The ways that science fiction has been used to explore social and
political issues

= The influence of science fiction on other genres of literature and
popular culture

= The future of science fiction



Brave New Worlds is a timely and important book. As we face new
challenges in the 21st century, we need to understand the power of science
fiction to imagine new possibilities and to shape the future.
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